Australia's biggest baby boom for 30 years

October 29, 2007 12:10pm

AUSTRALIA is in the middle of its biggest baby boom in more than three decades, official
statistics have confirmed.

More babies were born last year than in any since official records began, with the exception of
1971.

And Australians are having their babies later in life — the median age of a first-time mum last year
was almost 31, while the average dads were just over 33 years of age. These are the highest-ever
median ages for new parents.

The fertility rate — the number of children an average woman is expected to have in her lifetime —
rose to 1.81 last year, up from 1.79 the previous year.

The Federal Government’s baby bonus — introduced in 2004 and now worth $4000 per baby — has
been widely credited with encouraging Australians to have more kids.

Figures released today showed 265,900 births were registered in 2006, the highest number since
the 276,400 births reported 35 years previously.

The Northern Territory had the highest proportion of new teenage mothers, with 63.6 out of every
1,000 women aged 15-19 giving birth last year.

The next highest was Tasmania, with 26.6 out of every 1000 women in that age group giving
birth.

Women aged between 30 and 34 had the highest fertility rate in most of Australia, while in
Tasmania and the Northern Territory it was women aged between 25 and 29.

Tasmania also experienced its highest fertility rate since 1975, with the ABS estimating that the
average woman in that state would give birth to 2.12 babies in her lifetime.

The average number of births also increased last year to 63.3 babies per 1,000 women aged
between 35 and 39, which was the highest since 1961.

Of all the births in 2006, 67 per cent of new parents were married, compared to 83 per cent in
1986.



IEI SUMMARY, State and territories—2006
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30-34 years 120.0 125.9 112.2 114.4 123.4 121.58 103.3 124.6 120.1

3520 years 84,7 a7 a5.3 7.5 837 a5 a4.9 593 8633
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BIRTHS

Tatal births BY 338 €523 S2EED 183260 ZTTTE 5475 3 g9 4479 285949
Males 45080 33536 27 128 9359 14 42 3349 1855 2200 136892
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CONFINEMENTS
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First nuptial 28117 21111 12771 4 844 7135 1281 H23 1454 T2 245
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[ad For Tasmania, some charactenstics of biths are not collacted for the 2] Ireludes births to mothers aged 50 yeas ard over.

kitth natifization. See paragmphs 4-6 of the Bxplanatory Notes for ifl  Births p=rwoman.
further information. @ Daughtsrs surviving to reproductive ags per woman.

(b}  Includes Other Temitories. iH)  Cowerags of Indigenous births vanes between states ard territories.

(e} Births per 1,000 women.
[d}  Irzludes births to mothers aged less than 15 years. i

See chapter 3 and table 9.1,
Muptial corfinerrents only.



@[ BIRTHS REGISTERED, States and territories—2005 and 2006

CHANGE

2005 20808 2005-2008  2005-2008

. no. e *

Mew South Wales 86 580 87 336 747 0.9
Victoria 83 287 55 2358 1849 31
Quaensland 51661 52655 1004 19
South Australia 17 800 18 280 480 28
Wastem Australia 26253 27776 1523 5.8
Tasmania & 308 E475 167 25
Morthern Tamitony 2654 3605 37 1.0
Australian Capital Terrtory 4 205 4479 273 5.5
Australiaia) 259791 265 949 6158 2.4

fa} Includes Other Temitories.
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(a} Births perwoman.



